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Healﬁ.«h Cal'e (AOStS Inﬂated C-gq Dear Mrs. Trainer:
- By Dollars Without Doctors reblying sooner. to your

letter of October 3. I do

THE HEALTH budget of a carefully designed im- - Finch undoubtedly shares , .
the United Sates is now provement in health care, this misconception with feel r"a ther he %p less against
‘about $60 billion a year. At many legislators and citi-- the kind of philosophy (and

“the one-third mark in the f(.)r'they mad’e negh.fglble pro zens who have been taking worse) that the present admi-
transition from private to Visions for increasing med-  jjegirected potshots at re. nistration ha sed d
public responsibility for ¢iti- ical services and manpower.  search. In fact, the most av- nistratlion has expressed, an
zens’ health, it:is obvious, They have had some desira- idly research-oriented 18 we_lx implementing

however, that the benefits ple side effects — for exam-  Schools have rarely suc- about research.
of health services are very le.” in modernizing the ceeded in keeping as many
unequally distribited among ple, g ) as 15 per cent of their medi- It is very heartening to
rich and poor. ~ wage structure of nursing  ¢a] graduates in academic see the kind of spirit -
We do not have adequate and other hLospital employ- medicine, and these are not. A p
indicators of health status, ™ent. They have made some  only the researchers but expressed in your letter.
for health depends on the Progress toward their origi-  also the teachers of further Keep it up, please!
quality of the environment, nal objective of lessening  generations. '
the style of life, preventive the burden of private health The medical schools are Believe me, I jave lost

measures and the genetic <¢are for over65s and some  more than eager to answer ; A :
endowment more tﬁan it indigent people. But they the need for manpower. x.m opportunity to make some
does on medical care. Nor Dhave also pushed hospital They are obstructed above impact on these problems;but
‘may we dismiss the truism  €oSts sky-high, and the mas-  all by the fact that direct I am always taunted with

that poor health reinforces Sive center of the citizenry  federal support of medical ; i ous - s
-poverlt)y by draining earn- iS Probably in worse shape , education is mostly rhetor- being obviously self-interes

ings. However, if we need than ever in finding and ' jcal. The institutions which ted in pressing for research
 statistics to butiress our Paying for good care. train medical graduates have funds, which of course I am
. °°m§‘°ns*t?lf;5‘ehobsiﬁaﬁons, be'le‘xl:ec:.f;ﬁ:i\lt 2;202;:5% b:en devel;)lp e.d n theluame without accepting for a mo-
i we have the shameful range n caugh ' *  of research in compliance A ]
‘ jn infant mortality, from the grievances about health.  with the congressional man- - - ment that thlfg 1s different
. about 19 per 1000 among ~ AS @ constituency, they are  gate, from the public interest.
Midwestern whites to 55 per Weak and divided, not to be They should be training . .
1000 among . Mississippi confused with organized  many more MD.s; they It is your child's case
rural blacks. Agﬁdu;&; t:lttil;;r ;;1 ilgeg(l)?;%;- ' sholi‘ldofb;!l de;rlelopdfng new that is the most compelling;
< If money were all that ntl-  Jevels ealth professions; 14" .
"was needed, we might seck €3l power. Far from being  they should be working to for Ben can t‘speak for him-
about $40 billion more to penefited by the increased  fij] the near-vacuum of edu- self on this issue,
give the entire population COTSumer buying power of  cation for environmental ,
the same standard of care Medicare/Medicaid, educa-  health. Attacking the sup- Please give my best regards
under the present system, tional costs are systemati-  port of research may spear a fo Mary Coleman next you

Our experience with Medi- C2lly disallowed and the  convenient scapegoat,.but it

care, however, has shown teaching hospitals are in a  serves us ill to dismantle  S€¢ her.

that pushing dollars into the ~Worsening crunch, as shown  these institutions when we .

consumer side of the system PY John Walsh in Secience . have not developed the na- Sincerely,
- will inevitably inflate the Magazine. tional commitment, the pol-

-eosts when qualified man- The. medical research  jcy or the budget to fulfill

power is the bottleneck budget is around $1.5 bil-  their wider role in serving N

jtem. - lion, almost all of it .com§ng human needs.
from Federal agencies like
‘MEDICARE and Medicaid the National Institutes of
were ‘not enacted as parts of  Health. For some time, this
investment has been at a
standstill - actually being
" eroded by inflation, and pro-
viding shrinking opportuni-
ties for new graduates to at-

tack new problems.

I WAS dismayed recently / [ @q \{'L‘D % :
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‘at a meeting of the Mayo . .
Clinic Alumni to hear HEW *

Secretary: Robert H. Finch W Z \
address this problem with : . DY XA PpE

| little of the customary re-.
gret about competing needs
in a budget limited by mili-
tary commitments on one
side and rival social invest-
ments on the other. He im-
plied instead that federal
.support of biomedical re-
search was a drain on man-
power resources that should
be diverted back to patlent
care. b L
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